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Cyber-bullying has grown exponentially in the last decade. "Cyber-bullying is when a child, preteen or teen is tormented, threatened, harassed, humiliated, embarrassed or otherwise targeted by another child, preteen or teen using the Internet, interactive and digital technologies or mobile phones" (stopcyberbullying.org). Cyber-bullying is not a one time thing, it can go on for up to half a year, a year, or even more. Cyber-bullying may be a one time occurrence if it is dealing with a death threat or a serious harm. "Cyber-bullying may rise to the level of a misdemeanor cyber-harassment charge, or if the child is young enough may result in the charge of juvenile delinquency" (stopcyberbullying.org). When schools try to get involved with a student being cyber-bullied, they may often get sued for exceeding their authority and not letting the student use their free speech. In my child development class, we talked about a cyber-bullying incident, where a boy was cyber-bullied by some girls in his grade and it got so bad that he committed suicide. Even though this is just one incident of a child committing suicide, there have been many cases of children committing suicide. Twenty percent of middle-school students responded that they have thought about attempting suicide because of cyber-bullying (cyberbullying.us). Cyber-bullying has become a very serious issue and we must fight to put a stop to it.

